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Dear Mr. Chdimman: -~
This is 1n réply to'your' request of February 13, 1984, for a report on H.R,
4836, "To establish a system to pramote the use of land remote-sensing
satellite data, and for other purposes * :

This Department has no objection to the enactment of the bi11, provided that
sections 501, 502(b), and 502(c) are amended to make 1t clear that the _
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adninistration and the National Asrocnautics
and Space Administration are directed to wndertake only research and
development activities with respect to land remote-sensing and that section
603 be clarified to permit Federal agencies to reproduce and exchange data
without restrictions and without additional payment to the system operator.

The bi11 provides guidance to the United States Government in promoting .
conmercialization of land remote-sensing from space with a framework for the -
gradual transition of civil land remote-sensing satellites from the Federal
sector to private ownership and operation. Key provistons of the bill
enable the Secretary of Commerce to contract with a private sector party to
operate the existing Unfted States civil land ramote-sensing system and tp
contract with a private sector party for data from land remote-sensing
systaus that are established as successors to the existing
government-operated system. The bill authorizes the Secretary of Commerce
to 1icense qualified private sector parties to operate civil remots-sensing
space systems and provides for the regulation of such systems, Tha b11) .=
provides for a comprehensive program of research -and development .of
remote-sensing fram space and contains general provisions for dissemination
and archiving of remote-sensing data and for ensuring that national security
concerns and {nternational commitments of the United States are met, The -
- bi11 prohibits commercialization of mat“eo‘r'olqgikcgl \satel]{tes’ at 'this time.
This Department endorses those provisions of the bill that guarantea
non-discriminatory access toremote-sensing data’and supports the concept
implicitly established 1n the bi1) that commercial systems will not be
substdized by govermmental users of data’ '

Title V of the bi11 {s concerned with research and development and we
belfeve it is mportant that it be 1imited to that subject, We therefore
recommend that references in sections 501, 502(b), and 502(c) to *research
and monftoring” or “research, technolegy, and mon‘ltgring' be amended to read
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Section<603 specify es that ,‘the,operatbrfoff‘a~.1and'remote-sensing system may
sell data under the condition '~_1:het,.'s,l_u_:fg{datg;w1.ll,anot.'b,e-;reprzoducedﬁ?and:;‘{_
disseminated by the purchaser, It'dg-;,necessaty’;’;tha't;.jﬁegerﬂ'-".a? encies. be’
- permitted to reproduce digital remotegsensiﬂﬁ=dati‘fdrf1nterh‘"ﬁ%é’%o that
data will be available i the event that original. files op canputer-tapes
are inadvertently destroyed of erased. It {5 also highly desirable that
federar‘agenciqsVﬁﬂthip?g{}ing]e,department-be,pgnnitted-to exchange
remote-se-nsing‘“;qa‘tq‘ ‘fréely and without restri ction‘or additional cost 1n ‘
order to achieu*maﬂmm‘j@f&i‘dﬁqqcy:'_1n ,research- and operational programs.
We therefore recommend”that" section 603 be amended to {nclude the followl ng
sentence: Federal’ ‘agencies may'reproduce digital remote-sensing data for
1nternal-usejanq'maxj;qansfer remote-sensing data without restrictfon or
additional-{ost within'the Federal department of purchase,

The Office of Management and Budget adyises that there 1s no objection to
the presentation of this-report from the standpotnt of the Adainistration's
programs, .~ | |
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Sincerely,
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